
STAR

Inside This Issue
2010 Conference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

After-School Workshop  . . . . . . . . .1

Member News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Judson camps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Board minutes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Hints from Helen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Keep up the
good work
Debby Theis,
TCEA President

The holidays are quickly approaching.
During this time of year, it is good to take
time to reflect on those in our lives whom
we are most thankful for. Of course the
first that come to mind are our families
and friends, and the thousands serving in
the armed services to preserve our free-
dom. We in Community Education are
also very thankful for all who provide the
desired classes and activities improving
the lives of people in our communities. 

Also at the top of the my list are those
who maintain our facilities, clean up
behind us and work the long hours assur-
ing that all activities are running smoothly
during our evening classes, and have
everything ready for the rush of the new
day. The buildings are buzzing with activ-
ities most days and nights, weekends and
holidays too, and it takes many man hours
to keep a well-oiled machine running. I
know I do not say “Thank You” enough,
but I am very grateful. I challenge you in
joining me to make a concerted effort to
thank those who we truly appreciate.

As we look forward to next year, TCEA
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Good work... To Page 3

2010
TCEA
Conference to go
“Hawaiian!”
Wednesday, April 7 through Friday,
April 9, 2010, in San Antonio 

TCEA returns to the halls of the North
East ISD Community Education Building in
San Antonio for the 2010 State Conference.

The theme is “Hawaiian Luau” and
Donna Davenport of Northside ISD,
Conference Chair and TCEA President
Elect, plans to dazzle members with catered
tropical meals, fun activities, and nourish-
ing sessions and keynotes.

Ten trainers are confirmed to provide
sessions in the areas of adult education,
community education and afterschool.
Some of the topics are Stress Management,
Family Literacy, Incorporating Academics
in organized games, TAKS strategies in
afterschool, Community Ed Catalog 101 for
new programs and the list goes on. 

A formal Call for Presenters will go out
soon - so watch for how you can become a
part of the conference.

For information contact: Donna Davenport
Program Specialist Adult & Community
Education Esparza Elementary Learning
Tree Program, Northside ISD, San Antonio
(210) 397-1881

Lewisville to host after-
school workshop Jan 2010

The Texas Community Education
Association, in partnership with North
Texas educators and experts in child devel-
opment, is offering a Saturday of work-
shops and seminars geared for those who
care for children, either after school hours
or during summer months. Killough LHS-N
campus in Lewisville is hosting the January
23, 2010 event. Registration starts at 8:30
a.m. and workshops are scheduled until 4
p.m.

Breakout sessions include topics on
Special Education, Best Discipline
Practices, Building Tribes and Community
Support, Conflict Resolution, Children and
Their Personality Types, Low-to-no Budget
Fun Stuff, Career Development, Flat
Stanley and Skype Literacy Activities,
Reading Rocks!, 40 Developmental Assets,
motivational speakers and more.

A part time Job Fair will be held along
with the workshops where participants can
network with area agencies who are recruit-
ing part time employees for their after
school and summer programs.

The all-day training and job fair costs
$20 for TCEA members and school district
employees and $25 for everyone else. It
includes lunch and a TCEA Certificate of
Completion.

This is a great opportunity to meet and
network with others from North Texas
schools, YMCAs, municipal recreation
departments and other care providers.
Attendance is by advance registration only.
Limited seating.

Lee Ann Bandy, LISD Adult and
Community Education Supervisor, is coor-
dinating the workshop.

For information or to register, contact:
Helen Kimsey, hjkimsey@sbcglobal.net,

210-355-2548. A registration form can be
downloaded from www.tcea.com.

Signup Form on page 7
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TCEA Board 2009-2010

V-P Foundation
Becky Stoughton
North East ISD
8750 Tesoro Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78217
Phone: 210 657-8866 X224
Fax: 210 657-8873
rstoug@neisd.net

Director Region 1
Vicki Helms, Mesquite ISD 
405 E. Davis 
Mesquite Texas 75149 
Phone: 972 882-7709 
Fax: 972 882-7462 
vhelms@mesquiteisd.org

Secretary/Treasurer
OPEN

Past President
Bill Hoelscher
Coastal Bend Aids Foundation
525 Texas Ave
Corpus Christi TX 78404
361-814-2001
billhoeschler@hotmail.com

President Elect
Donna Davenport, 
Northside ISD
6632 Bandera Rd. 
San Antonio, Texas 78238 
Phone: 210 522-8100 
DonnaDavenport@nisd.net

Director Region 4
Carol Reeh,
Fredericksburg ISD
234 Friendship Lane
Fredericksburg TX 78624
Phone: 830-997-7182 
carolr@fisd.org

Director At Large
LeeAnn Bandy
Lewisville ISD
2103 Savage Lane
Lewisville, Texas 75057
Phone: 469-713-5997
Fax: 972-420-6869

Executive Secretary
Helen Kimsey,
Executive Secretary TCEA
info@tcea.com
hjkimsey@sbcglobal.net
10127 Silver Park
San Antonio, TX 78254
210-355-2548

Director Region 2
Diana Hanz, Judson ISD
8205 Palisades Dr. 
San Antonio, Texas 78233 
Phone: 210 945-5340 
Fax: 210-945-6919 
dhanz@judsonise.org

V-P Advisory Councils
OPEN
Please recommend an advisory
council member from your
area to represent citizens on
our state board

Director Region 3
Ester Buendia
Northside ISD
6632 Bandera Road
San Antonio, Texas 78238
Phone: 210-397-8102

President
Debby Theis, 
Dripping Springs ISD
P.O. Box 470
Dripping Springs, TX  88620
(512) 858-3021
FAX 512-858-3098
debby.theis@
dripping-springs.txed.net

The Star
10.2

The official newsletter of the Texas
Community Education Association

Phil Houseal, Editor

To Submit An Item
Please send articles to:

Phil Houseal • Kerrville ISD
1121 Second St. • Kerrville TX 78028
830-257-2218 • FAX 830-257-0566

phouseal@tcea.com

Change of Address
Email changes to info@tcea.com

To Join
Helen Kimsey,Executive Secretary

info@tcea.com
10127 Silver Park, San Antonio, TX 78254

210-355-2548

Dues
Institutional = $125 Best Deal!

Up to 8 professional members and 20
advisory board members

Professional = $60
Any individual supervising a community

education program
Associate/Retiree = $20

Advisory Council Member = $20

To Support The Foundation
Help develop Community Education in

Texas. Send donations to:
Texas CE Foundation
1121 Second Street
Kerrville TX 78028

Web Site
www.tcea.com

Up-to-date news, events, forums, forms,
online directory.

Contact
Helen Kimsey,Executive Secretary

info@tcea.com
10127 Silver Park, San Antonio, TX 78254

210-355-2548
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Change happen?
New contact info?

Send all changes to
info@tcea.com

Don’t forget to pay
your dues!

tcea.com/join.htm

is very excited to announce the addition
of another great learning opportunity for
after-school child care providers in
January. The popularity of the Fall session
in San Antonio has prompted the expan-
sion into the Lewisville area. If you know
of any individual or group of individuals
who might benefit from this training,
please spread the word. More details are
available on the website at TCEA.com. 

The Texas Community Education
Association is working hard to plan
another GREAT annual conference. The
2010 conference will be held in San
Antonio from April 7-9. Mark your calen-
dars and make your travel arrangements.
It will be here before you know it! If you
would like to see something special
included in the conference or would like
to present, please contact Donna
Davenport as soon as possible. We are
always looking to share the Community
Education concept, so if you know of a
school district that may be interested in
starting a new Community Education pro-
gram, please contact one of the board
members. 

In closing, I want to say a special
“THANK YOU” for all you do. Your hard
work and dedication is shaping our
tomorrow. You are appreciated!

Keep up the good work!

Good work... From Page 1

Region 1 News
by Lee Ann Bandy, Lewisville ISD Adult and
Community Education Supervisor

TCEA’s “Northern Exposure”

North Texas community education
departments are getting a boost from
TCEA in January when the association
brings its popular After School Providers
workshop to North Texas.

Board members Vicki Helms (Mesquite
ISD) and Lee Ann Bandy (Lewisville
ISD) and other committee members have
begun planning the January conference
that will offer special training sessions tar-
geted at those who work with children
outside of regular school hours.
Participants will earn in-service hours by
attending breakout sessions that will cover
the latest trends in child development
practices.

A job fair also is planned for the day-
long conference where participants will
have networking opportunities with area
care providers, school programs and fran-
chise representatives.

Lewisville ISD is hosting the TCEA
After School Providers workshop at the
district’s ninth grade campus, Killough
LHS-N, on January 23. The cost to attend
is $20 for TCEA members and school
employees and $25 for non-TCEA mem-
bers.

On Oct. 23 we had a networking lunch
at Golden Corral in Lewisville. It was an
opportunity for regional community edu-
cation leaders to share their programs’
successes and challenges over all you can
eat fried stuff.

The rest of us are busy dodging swine
flu germs and hammering out fingerprint-
ing procedures. Great fun, of course.

Member News

Know a school that
wants to start a

program?
TAP them into our

Technical Assistance
Program

www.tcea.com/TAP.htm

TCEAtrains 300
At afterschool workshop in San
Antonio

About 300 frontline after-school
providers took advantage of the conven-
ient and affordable training offered by the
Texas Community Education Association
on October 10 at the North East ISD
Community Education center in San
Antonio.

Helen Kimsey, Exec. Secy. of TCEA
and Becky Stoughton, Director of Adult &
Community Education for North East ISD
headed up the group that planned the
training, along with members of TCEA,
NEISD staff, and San Antonio-based
trainers.

Attendees rotated through 36 breakouts
during the daylong workshop. Topics
ranged from bullying and making crafts to
dealing with difficult children and parents.
Lunch was included.

Gregg Catalano “The Physician of
Phun” delivered the keynote address. He
shared proven techniques for dealing with
daily stress.

“We were very pleased with the enthu-
siastic response,” Kimsey said. “I heard
comments from frontline staff such as
‘this made me feel like a professional’ and
‘when is the next one?’”

Kimsey noted they were pleased to see
participants come from the surrounding
areas, including Dripping Springs and
Fredericksburg. 

“It was great value for the money,”
Kimsey said. “Sharing information is part
of the mission of TCEA.”

See page 7 to sign up for next
after-school training in

Lewisville in January 2010!
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Kids, Critters, and Crafts - Judson ISD Summer Adventure Camps!

by Diana Hanz

Judson ISD Adventure Club had a great
2009 summer camp, with 350 students
attending the camps at Converse, Olympia,
Salinas, and Paschall. Camp was filled
with crafts, wonderful visitors, fieldtrips,
academic support, hands on science proj-
ects, community service projects, and
many more fun activities.

Our Academic support was an added
benefit to our children this summer.
Academic support was incorporated into
the daily rotation. We were able to offer
support in such areas as science, reading,
writing, and social studies. With the help
from Judson ISD Science Curriculum spe-
cialist, Lanette Oliver, we were able to
bring in a science teacher to work with all
the children doing hands-on science les-
sons and experiments. The children had
great fun while learning more about sci-
ence. Our camps partnered up with the
HEB Reading Buddy Program and San
Antonio Library Summer Reading
Program. The children received a t-shirt
from HEB Reading Buddy Program and a
free book to keep from the San Antonio
Library Program. Each child kept a daily
journal and had pen pals with the other
camps to enhance their writing skills. The
children also had the opportunity to work
with social studies fun activity centers.

Crafts were a big hit during the summer.
The children learned to make their own
silly putty and colored sand art. Our camps
were brightly decorated with beautiful
works of art all summer.

The students also participated in a few
community service projects. One of the
projects they worked on this summer was
making paper chains for the monkeys at
the San Antonio Zoo. The children also
drew pictures for a nursing home and
wrote thank you notes to our troops over-
seas.

Of course fieldtrips are always one of
the highlights of the summer and we had
some great ones. We kicked off the sum-
mer by visiting Mr. Gatti’s for pizza and
games. Some of the other fieldtrips were
Malibu Castle, MacArthur Park, and Live
Oak Movie Theater. We were able to get a
rare fieldtrip to TxDOT Trans Guide,
where the children were able to tour the
Trans Guide control center. Another very
exciting trip we were able to attend was a
San Antonio Stars basketball game, the
children loved this trip and the Silver Stars
won their game, which made it even more
fun. We capped off the summer with a fun
filled day at Splashtown.

We were very fortunate to have wonder-
ful visitors. We had visitors from our com-
munity agencies such as Graffiti
Awareness Program, Animal Care
Services, San Antonio Fire Department,

Edwards Aquifer, Randolph Brooks
Federal Credit Union, and Hill Country
Karate. Texas A&M Extension Program
gave a presentation at each of our sites
about our city creatures. They left a City
Creatures module at each site for a week so
that the children could do some interacting
on their own. On Mondays, the children
were treated to “Story Time “presented by
a special reader from the San Antonio
Library. VIA bus has a special outreach
program they bring to each site. Their pro-
gram includes a video, a bus ride around
town and some special take home treats.
Each site also had a Bike Rodeo. The chil-
dren loved this and they all went home
with new bike helmets.

We also had some very special animal
friends come visit us this summer. Sea
World brought 2 penguins, an alligator, a
snake and an owl. Their educational pres-
entation was a big hit with our children and
staff. We appreciate all our visitors for
coming out to our sites and enhancing the
students’ education.

Students and staff had a great time this
summer. We learned new things, met new
friends, and went to new places. We would
like to thank everyone who helped to make
summer camp 2009 a great success!
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Texas Community Education
Association Board Meeting
October 9, 2009
North East ISD Learning Center,
San Antonio, TX

Meeting Summary
President Debby Theis called the meet-

ing to order at 9:30 a.m. on 10/9/09.
Present: Debby Theis, Becky Stoughton,
Donna Davenport, Ester Buendia, Vicki
Helms, Diana Hanz, and Lee Ann Bandy.

Minutes – We reviewed the Minutes
from the June board meeting and made
three corrections. Minutes were approved
as corrected. An amended copy will be sent
to board members.

Treasurer’s Report – Helen Kimsey will
report later in the meeting.

Status of Board Positions – New
Assignments – Due to Sally Andrews’ res-
ignation as Secretary/Treasurer, Debby
Theis appointed Vicki Helms as Secretary
and Helen Kimsey as Treasurer. Helen will
continue in the position of Executive
Secretary for the organization. Debby also
appointed Lee Ann Bandy as the Region 1
Director. This left the position of Director-
at-Large open. This position as well as VP
for Advisory Councils will remain vacant
until elections in the spring. A motion was
made by Becky Stoughton and seconded
by Donna Davenport to accept these
motions. 

Regional Reports
Region 1 – Lee Ann Bandy – Lee Ann

reported that she and a committee were
planning an after-school providers’ training
for January 23, 2010 in Lewisville. She
had secured a location, Killough LHSN,
for the all-day event. She will also provide
a meeting location for the TCEA board
meeting on Friday, January 22. She will
check on a nearby hotel and getting a state
rate for board members.Lee Ann had sever-
al board members volunteer to do presenta-
tions – Becky Stoughton, Ester Buendia,
Diana Hanz, Helen Kimsey. She will con-
tact other possible presenters such as Kay
Peters from Denton, etc. She would like to
have at least 10 presenters.

Region 2 – Diana Hanz – Diana report-
ed that she had 7-9 vendors coming to the
After-school Training Workshop on
Saturday, October 10. The table fee was
$25 each. She also secured the caterer for

the workshop. Approximately 300 partici-
pants are expected.

Diana also was completing a job
description for the Awards chairperson.
There will be some clarifications on the
Awards ratings.

Region 3 – Ester Buendia – Ester assist-
ed with the planning of the After-school
Training Workshop and will assist with the
workshop, also.

Region 4 – Carol Reeh – Not present.
She will be at the Workshop on Saturday.

Committee Reports 
TAP - Becky Stoughton – No new infor-

mation as of this time.

Awards – Ester Buendia will be sending
out Awards packets at the end of January or
first of February. Several people had asked
if nominations could be emailed or faxed.
Originals MUST be mailed by the deadline
date.

Elections – Vicki Helms Will keep a
notebook of the Elections process timeline.
Packets will be mailed out on or about
January 20, 2010. Positions up for election
are: President-elect; Director-Region 2;
Director-Region 4; Director-at-Large; VP-
Advisory Councils. Diana Hanz said she
would be able to run for Region 2 director,
but Carol Reeh will not be able to run for
Region 4 this time.

Public Information – Helen Kimsey – It
was discussed that TCEA needed some sort
of report or description as to the web mas-
ter’s duties. Phil Houseal is our web mas-
ter. Helen will speak with Phil about doing
a description. This will benefit board mem-
bers, old and new.

National Liaison – Debby Theis said she
would be going to the NCEA conference
this year. We voted to pay Debby’s expens-
es. A motion was made and seconded.

Membership – Helen Kimsey – Helen
reported that we had very few member-
ships received so far this year. She met
with Phil regarding MemberClicks, which
costs $60 per month. They agreed Phil
would do research to see if there was some
other program better and less expensive
out there. Phil found a program called
Google Documents. He is exploring our
options. Helen will do a reminder to mem-

bers and others about joining or renewing
their TCEA dues.

Legislative – Becky Stoughton – The
state of Texas is, like most other states, in
financial trouble. Actually, the state is in
dire straights. Budgets are being cut every-
where. Twenty-first Century grants appear
to be ok for now. Stimulus monies are
being used to help with salaries, schools,
etc. We discussed using advisory boards to
champion for CE.

Advisory Councils – Someone is going
to check with Karon Lowe and Vicki will
check with one of her advisory council
members, Donna Adams, to see if they
might be interested in running for VP in the
spring.

Audit Committee – Debby, Lee Ann,
Carol (who is absent today), and Becky
will meet today.

Executive Secretary – Helen Kimsey –
Reported above that she met with Phil
about membership issues and web issues.

Treasurer’s Report – Helen Kimsey –
Since Helen was just appointed to this
position, she is working with Sally
Andrews to get all the signature details
completed and start receiving the monthly
financial statements. She reported:
Checking account balance - $2,544.99; CD
- $9,603.23; and Money Market -
$6,512.88. Total assets as of October 1 -
$18,512.88. A motion was made and sec-
onded to accept the report.

Conference 2010 – Donna Davenport –
Donna advised us that she had come up
with the theme “Hawaiian Luau” for this
year’s conference. She had some large
postcards printed to distribute at the after-
school providers’ training tomorrow, Oct.
10. These were “save the date” postcards.
The conference will be Wednesday-Friday,
April 7-9, 2010, at “Becky’s Place” in San
Antonio. We will also have a pre-confer-
ence on Tuesday, April 6. We discussed
possible speakers. Donna will be checking
on these.

Adjourn – A motion was made and sec-
onded to adjourn the meeting at 3:15 p.m.
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The Foundation
The mission of the Texas Community

Education Foundation is to encourage the
development and expansion of
Community Education projects in Texas.

It accomplishes this in four ways:
1) through the formation of new projects,
2) the development of innovative pro-

grams,
3) supporting research and development,

and
4) educating the population about the

benefits of community education. 

The process of getting support to proj-
ects is through the Technical Assistance
Partnership, an award program set up by
the Texas Community Education
Association and funded by the
Foundation. 

Funding Sources
The Foundation is funded through indi-

vidual and organization donations, funds
from partnerships with businesses and
vendors, and money raised from the Silent
Auction at the annual conference (see
Partners sidebar).

There is an ongoing search for major
underwriters, with the goal of someday
having enough principle to generate
enough interest to fund the initiatives.

Become a Part
The Foundation is a strong step toward

future growth and autonomy, a solid way
to bring the benefits of community educa-
tion to more citizens of Texas. You can
help by

1) identifying potential partners
2) donating to the Foundation

Send your contribution to TCEF, 1121
Second St., Kerrville TX 78028. For more
information call 830-257-2218.

To find out more about becoming a
Partner, contact  Phil Houseal, 830-257-
2218, info@tcea.com.

To Support the Foundation
The Foundation is actively seeking

partnerships with vendors, businesses, and
organizations. Since 1998 the Foundation
has played a part in starting many projects.

Anyone interested in supporting the
Foundation can contact Phil Houseal, 830-
257-2218, infol@tcea.com

Foundation Partners
The following organizations have joined TCEA in helping support the Foundation,

bringing the benefits of community education to more Texans.

RevTrak
RevTrak is the premier provider of ecommerce
solutions for schools and local governments. As a
Visa and MasterCard Independent Sales
Organization, the company’s mission is to meet the
specific needs of K-12 schools and local govern-
ments. 
Karen House
815 Yellowstone Dr, Grapevine TX 76051
817-251-8742
khouse@revtraktexas.com
www.revtrak.com

Augusoft Lumens®
Augusoft, Inc., the leader in non-credit education
software, develops and maintains Lumens - the first
entirely Web-based, customizable on-demand
Lifelong Learning Management System (LLMS).
Augusoft Lumens is designed for the unique needs
of: continuing education, community education,
corporate education and workforce development
programs. Complementing your institution-wide
ERP solution, Lumens streamlines business
processes, reduces overhead, provides easy data
analysis with proven ROI. Visit augusoft.net or call
(612) 605-1200.

PlanetKidz
Planet Kidz is a statewide network of youth pro-
grams, designed to give kids in grades 3 through 8
a safe, fun place to be together after school. 
www.planetkidz.org
972-772-6000
daleskidz@aol.com
2010 Industrial Blvd #604
Rockwall, Texas 75087
Fax: (972) 772-3737

Collette Vacations
For 90 years Collette Vacations has established a
reputation for quality and value offering unique
travel opportunities on all seven continents.
www.collettevacations.com
800-922-7005

Computer Explorers
Computer Explorers provides engaging technology
programs  for after-school and summer camps. 
Kathy Patterson
830-257-8710
khpatterson@windstream.net
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In support of quality after school programs for children in Texas, Texas Community Education

Association will present a one-day workshop for after school staff. Participants will have the

opportunity to attend various sessions conducted by experts with practical experience in the field.

This is a unique opportunity for front-line staff to share in the latest trends for after school care.

Information: Helen Kimsey, hjkimsey@sbcglobal.net, 210-355-2548

Date: Saturday, January 23, 2010
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Location: Killough LHS-North Campus

1301 Summit Avenue, Lewisville, TX 75077
Tuition: $20 (includes lunch)-for TCEA members and school employees

$25 (includes lunch)-non member fee
Please make payment to TCEA

c/o
Helen Kimsey

10127 Silver Park, San Antonio, Texas 78254

Website: www.tcea.com

Become a TCEA member for less than $5 per membership when signing up at the group rate.
For more information on how to become a TCEA member, log on to www.tcea.com/join.

Registration Form

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Organization: ____________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________

If you are registering multiple staff members from the same organization, you may attach a sheet
with only their names and agency to this form.
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The Human Side
by Helen Kimsey, TCEA Executive Secretary

Human communication and interactive
skills have evolved from grunts, snorts and
hand gestures over thousands of years. We
human beings are very sociable animals
and face to face meetings are an integral
part of our lives.

However, times have changed and as a
society are we returning to a non verbal
world? Texting, twittering and emails, etc.
have become the norm, people do not actu-
ally speak to one another. While technolo-
gy is wonderful and we must move with
the times, are we losing an important
aspect of life? History has proved that
when you take away the social part of daily
life, communities crumble. Take the story
of a village in India that depended on the
daily use of a communal well. A well inten-
tioned charity invested in pipe lines to
carry the water to the villager’s homes.
Imagine their surprise when they returned
one year later to find the pipes rusted and
unused. One thing had been forgotten in
the plan, the need to interact with others.
To see familiar faces, hear their voices, to
express happiness, joy or even anger, to be
a part of a community. 

Many people today use programs such
as face book or my space to contact old
friends or make new ones, without ever
leaving their homes. The need for commu-
nity is still there but just in a different for-
mat. One need never leave home to order
groceries, buy clothes, books, furniture or
even have food delivered. On line banking

appears to think for you as it pays your
bills on time. If you feel ill you can search
the internet to find your symptoms in order
to diagnose yourself. All this without
human contact or conversation.

Imagine a world where no-one heard the
spoken words of Shakespeare or discussed
the works of Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
Do hand written love letters exist in this
modern world? If the Scopes trials had
been conducted by e-mail would it have
had the same effect? I think not. The
Kennedy/Nixon debates would not have
been given a place in history had they been
texted.

As a child growing up in England I
remember housewives shopping every day,
going to the butcher; baker; green grocer;
etc. A trip that could have been over very
quickly, sometimes would take several
hours as they greeted everyone that passed.
News was shared, problems solved and
families discussed. Now with the advent of
superstores, technology and cars no-one
takes the time to be a part of that commu-
nity. It is my belief that many of today’s
societal problems arrived with technology.
Perhaps burglary, assaults and vandalism
would not be committed against people
that you knew, saw every day and were a
part of your community.

How many times have you been talking

to someone only to have their thumbs
clicking away at an unbelievable speed and
have them never even look at you? Do you
feel important? Or yet have another con-
versation interrupted by a buzzing sound
that resonates from an object hanging from
the other person’ ear. Again, you feel dis-
missed. I have been left alone in meeting
rooms as one by one people leave to take
their phone calls. Surely that does not help
anyone’s self image.

I was in a store recently when a gentle-
man who was looking directly at me, said
he couldn’t find the bottled water. As I was
explaining the directions and waving my
arms to help, he walked right past me.
Confused, I realized that he was talking on
the phone and not to me.

How to address the problem? Manners,
courtesy and respect for others would help,
but mainly we must be careful not to lose
the “Human Side” of our communities.
Enjoy the surprise on people faces as you
say “good morning” to each person you
pass, Have a conversation while waiting in
line, many people live alone and you may
be their only contact that day. Have con-
versations that are longer than sound bites,
listen and interact with children, they have
many important things to say. My point is
that we need our “communities” and what
better place to begin than in a community
education program. I could extol the
virtues of community education but I
would be preaching to the choir. We
already know the value of gathering with
other people to learn for a lifetime. We just
have to make sure that all of our communi-
ties have that same opportunity.

Let us be leaders in a verbal world, con-
verse with new people each day and equal-
ly important listen.

One note, in case you are thinking that I
am against new technology, let me assure
you that I would text., twitter, tweet, if only
I knew how.
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Hints From Helen
“Ms Know-It-All”

As my grandaughter’s birthday
approached she was not able to

hand out her invitations to her soccer
friends. She decided that she would text
them, only to have her mother say;
"Why not e-mail them and you could
give all of the details?" To which my
granddaughter replied in disgust, "But
Mom... e-mailing is so slow". Did I get
left behind or what? Helen


